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Why was Archbishop Becket killed in 1170?

There is a lot of disagreement about the reasons why Becket was killed. The evidence is confusing. Different people have interpreted it in different ways. Some of the interpretations they have come up with are:

1. Henry was a vicious and spiteful monarch. The saintly Archbishop Becket stood up for the rights of the church and Henry had him killed as a result. 

2. Archbishop Becket was certainly not a saintly man. He deliberately provoked Henry II and brought his death on himself. 

3. The death of Archbishop Becket was the result of a tragic misunderstanding. The knights who killed Becket thought Henry wanted him killed, but Henry was just sounding off in a rage.

Your job is to look at the sources which people have used to come up with these interpretations and see which interpretation you think makes the most sense. 

Stage 1: Start with this table. It will help you work out what you think.

	Source
	Summary of what source says / shows
	I think this source supports Interpretation ? because …
	I think it is a reliable / unreliable source because …
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	2
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	5
	
	
	

	6
	
	
	


Stage 2: Now write up your conclusions. This framework will help you. 

Why was Archbishop Becket killed in 1170?

There are three main views on this question. The first is that Henry was a vicious and spiteful monarch. The evidence for this is…

The second view is that deliberately provoked Henry II and brought his death on himself. The evidence to support this view is…

The third view is that the death of Archbishop Becket was the result of a tragic misunderstanding. The evidence to support this view is…

It should be said that not all of the evidence is completely reliable. For example…

After taking all this into account, I believe that the reason why Thomas Becket was killed in 1170 was…
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